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ECMO is extracorporeal life support to augment oxygenation, ventilation, and cardiac output. Veno-arterial ECMO used in critical cardiac care in Refractory Heart Failure and managing cardiac arrest non responsive to conventional CPR. V-V ECMO mainly useful for managing advanced respiratory failure. VAECMO used as a bridge to recovery or for subsequent VAD or cardiac transplantation. Cardiogenic shock trial and CHEER trial have shown survival benefits with ECMO. Also beneficial in accidental hypothermia and cardiac arrest due to intoxications. Major complications are thrombosis and local vascular problems and infections. To sum up, ECMO is a  temporary heart lung machine and its use in refractory cardiogenic shock and both in hospital and out of hospital cardiac arrest is rapidly increasing as it improves survival benefits in these other very hopeless medical conditions.
